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Family Unit:  Provides protection from deportation and eligibility for employment 
authorization to the spouses and children of aliens who were legalized under IRCA. 
 
Green Card:  A slang term describing the Alien Registration Receipt Card (Form I-151 
or Form I-551).  Many versions of these forms are not green in color.  They are currently 
a rose or salmon color. 
 
Illegal Alien:  A foreign national who either entered the U.S. without inspection, entered 
with fraudulent documentation, or who, after entering legally as a nonimmigrant, violated 
status and remained in the U.S. without authorization.  See the definition for 
undocumented alien, which is one type of illegal alien. 
 
Immigrant:  An alien who has been lawfully afforded the privilege of residing 
permanently in the U.S. with the right to eventually obtain citizenship.  This status allows 
authorization for work and entitlement benefits.  See the definitions for lawful permanent 
resident alien and permanent resident alien, which are terms used interchangeably with 
immigrant. 
 
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS): The federal agency under the 
Department of Homeland Security that administers immigration law. 
 
Immigration Status:  The legal status conferred on an alien by immigration laws. 
 
Immigration Status Verifier (ISV):  An INS employee that performs secondary 
verification duties are the local File Control Offices. 
 
Ineligible Alien:  See nonimmigrant.  Exceptions are made for pregnant women and 
children 18 and under for Medicaid and WVCHIP, see Section 18.4, C 
 
Lawful Permanent Resident Alien (LPRA):  An alien who has been lawfully afforded 
the privilege of residing permanently in the U.S.  See the definitions for immigrant and 
permanent resident alien, which are terms used interchangeably with this term. 
 
Lawfully Present: For Medicaid and WVCHIP-An alien who has been legally permitted 
to enter the United States and meets the state residency requirements in Chapter 8.  
See Section 18.4, C for an inclusive list of lawfully present individuals. 
 
Nationality:  The state or country to which a person has legal allegiance.  Note that the 
country of birth does not necessarily correspond to the nationality. 
 
Naturalization:  The legal act of becoming a citizen, other than birth.  A resident alien 
married to a U.S. born citizen must hold permanent resident alien status for three years 
before petitioning for naturalization.  Also others must hold permanent resident status 
for five years before petitioning for naturalization. 
 
Non-immigrant:  An alien who is permitted to enter the U.S. for a specific purpose and 
for a limited period of time.  Examples include tourists, students and business visitors. 
 


