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Take Back Locations 
• Category of Take-back Sites                Sites                      % of Total 
• 2009 Bay Area 

– Pharmacies                                           62                             49.2%  
– Law Enforcement Agencies               27                             21.4%  
– Household Hazardous Waste             9                                7.1%  
– Medical  Clinics                                     7                                5.5%  
– Fire Stations*                                        7                                5.5%  
– Government  Offices                           7                                4.7%  
– Hospitals                                                3                                2.4%  
– Other Medical  Facilities                     2                               1.6%  
– Dental Offices                                       2                               1.6% 

• 2013 San Francisco 
– Pharmacies     13  
– Police Stations             10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                 
 
 

           
 





Pounds Collected by County 
• 2009   County    # of Sites  Total Pounds in a year 

– Santa Clara    25     18,746    
– San Mateo     16     17,778    
– Contra Costa    10     8,813    
– Sonoma     28     5,377    
– Alameda     18     3,991    
– Marin      26     2,941    
– San Francisco    3     1,967    
– Solano     0     671*    
– Napa      0     80*    

• Total Collected        60,364 lbs 
• 2013 

–  San Francisco   23    17,142 
 



Percent of Medications by Weight 

• Palo Alto Sample 2009 
– Medication weight (lbs)   571   85.6% 
– Packaging by lbs     104  15.4% 

 
• San Francisco Sample 2013 

– Medication weight (lbs)  392   83.2% 
– Packaging by lbs       80      16.8% 

 



Medications Returned by Availability 

• 2009  Bay Area 
– Prescription Medication        64.6% 
– Over-the-counter Medication      25.4% 
– Nutritional Supplement        10% 

• 2013 San Francsico 
– Prescription medications      71.9% 
– Over-the-counter medications     23.2% 
– Nutritional supplements        4.9% 

 
 



Most Common Medications Returned 
• 2009 

– Albuterol          6.4%  
– Acetaminophen        5.5%  
– Ipratropium         5.2%  
– Ibuprofen          1.9%  
– Aspirin          1.5%  
– Multi-vitamin*        1.4%  

 
• 2013 

– Testosterone        3.3% 
– Sevelamer carbonate      2.6% 
– Ibuprofen         2.5% 
– Acetaminophen        2.1% 
– Albuterol sulfate       2.0% 
– Ipratropium bromide and albuterol sulfate   1.6% 
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