WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

AIDE-MEMOIRE

For infection prevention and cenirof in a health

cars facility

Health care-associated infections lead to death, disability and excess

medical costs. Introduction of new technologies, in the absence of

infrastructure to use them safely, may lead to adverse events.

Infection prevention and control maximize patient outcomes and

are part of the government's responsibility to provide effective,

efficient and quality health services. They must be achieved through

collaboration with the public and private sectors. Health care

facilities must execute infection prevention and control policies

supported by institutional management. An overall approach to an

infection prevention and control policy at the health care facility

level is based upon:

®  Management;

* Informaton, Education and Communication (IEC);

=  Continuous availability of essential equipment and supplies;

= Surveillance.

Examples of core infection prevention and control interventions

are listed overleaf. In addidon, specific activities include:

®  Health care worker protection;

* TIsolation protocols for specific infectious diseases (e.g,,
tuberculosis, SARS) and high-risk settings (e.g., dialysis);

*  Rational use of and-microbials;

= Safe and approptiate use of injections and infusions;

= Safe and approptiate use of blood and blood products;

*  Hospital sanitation.

Words of advice
a  Conduct an initial assessment

= Establish an infection prevention and control committee
coordinated by the infection prevention and control
officer

=  Formulate an Action Plan, with costing, budgeting and
financing

= Develop an IEC strategy for health care workers and
strengthen supervision

= Ensure the continuous availability of supplies and
equipment for patient care management

= Surveillance

= Confirm value through monitoring, providing data and
measuring the impact of interventions
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Infection

control

Z Checklist

Management

[J Infection prevention and control
policy, with committee and
officer

Initial infection control
assessment

Assignment of responsibilities

Choice of appropriate
technologies

Costing, budgeting and
financing

Quality standards
Monitoring & supervision
Performance assessment
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Information, Education and
Communication (IEC)

] Adoption of best practices
standards

[J Standard precautions

[ Pre-service training

[ In-service training

Equipment and supply
[] Establishment of a list of
essential infection control
equipment and supplies
Forecasting of needs
Costing, budgeting and
financing

Procurement

Inventory control and stock
management
Maintenance
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Surveillance
[ Surveillance
[l Feedback
[] Qutbreak investigation
[ Evaluation using indicators of:
=  Structure
=  Process (practices)
= Qutcomes
(incidence of infections)
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