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West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resource’s Center for Threat Preparedness’ third annual Preparedness Conference, “C”ing the Whole Response: Community, Collaboration, and Communication, was held May 21-22 at West Virginia State University.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The conference brought together preparedness staff and volunteers from across the state who share an interest in public health and safety, including all levels of government, faith-based, non-profit and private sector organizations. Strategy discussions covered protecting important resources and the unique challenges and opportunities for coordinated disaster response and recovery operations. Conference attendees explored resources available for improved communication before, during and after an event.
“Preparedness is only successful through coordination and teamwork on all levels,” said Dr. Letitia Tierney, State Health Officer and Commissioner for the Bureau for Public Health. “This conference brings all stakeholders together to strengthen these relationships.”
The nearly 170 conference attendees included law enforcement officers, EMTs, paramedics, sanitarians, threat preparedness coordinators, behavioral health officials, volunteer organizations, and others.
Center for Threat Preparedness Director Jerry Rhodes said conference attendees all have the same purpose: in a disaster, they’re called in to take care of the public’s health.
PowerPoint presentations from the conference will soon be available at the center’s website, http://www.dhhr.wv.gov/healthprep. 
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