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The West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources Center for Threat Preparedness is backing a new Federal Emergency Management Agency campaign that promotes resiliency and preparedness in households and communities.
April 30, 2014 is America’s first PrepareAthon National Day of Action, with this year’s focus on environmental threats. FEMA has encouraged communities and organizations to select disaster situations that specifically relate to their region.
“With warmer weather, more people are going camping, burning brush piles, and enjoying outdoor fire pits,” said Center for Threat Preparedness Director Jerry Rhodes. “We want to promote wildfire safety and help prevent fire-related injuries.
Staff from the Center for Threat Preparedness will hold an educational event in Room B10/11 in the Diamond Building on Capitol Street on from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., April 30, 2014 where DHHR employees will receive information regarding wildfires and fire safety.
Individuals, organizations and communities are encouraged to review current fire safety procedures and prepare now for various disaster situations that could affect them. “Fire drills are great examples of how people can practice what to do in an emergency,” said Rhodes.
As a reminder, West Virginia’s spring fire season runs now through May 31, 2014. Daytime burning is prohibited from the hours of 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Outdoor burning is permitted only between the hours of 5 p.m. and 7 a.m.
Learn more about America’s PrepareAthon and how to keep your family safe at http://www.dhhr.wv.gov/healthprep.
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