The Center for Threat Preparedness: WVRED! Program

The framework for threat
preparedness and vofuntaer
coordination was redefingd
Toflowing the tragic events of
Septemher 11, 2001, Counlless
numbers of caring individuals with
a medicat background of one fype
or another voluntarily filtered oo
the scene with the hope of landing
& helping hand. Despite their goad
intentions, the gresence of these
unexpected volunteers led to more
confusion, highlighfing the need
for volunteer databases to verify
and allocate cradentisled heallh
and medical professionals.

Many people have a strong
dasire o provide assistance during
disasters; however, limilad or
delaved access to credentialing
information can prevent voluntsers
from being able 1o do so. This
s wherg the West Virginia
Responder Emergency Deployment
identification (WY RED! systam
comes it play. WY REDUs the
volunteer database maintained
by the West Virginia Department
of Mealth and Human Resources’
Center for Threat Praparedness

1o facilitate rapid deployment of
medical antd non-medical voluntears.
WY RED s 8 web-based sysiem
that facilitates health and medical
respanse through identification,
natification, credentialing and
deployment of West Virginians
witling fo serve in a public health
emargency. The WV REDI system
s linked o professional licenaing
goards across West Virginia,
enabsding rapid confirmation of
vatid state licenses (o gractice
medicing, nursing, gharmacy and
other health professioneg. If vou are
withing 1o volunteer your time and
service 1o help in a public haalth
response, advance ragisiration
WY RED can help ensure that
vou will be identified, cleared
ard able to quickly assis],
Currently, WV RED! maintains
profiles for approximately 4,200
registered medical and non-maedical
volunteers soross the state and
mutliple discipines. However,
grealer numbers are neaded to
ensure coverage of alf shifts, roles
and responsibitities throughout
an enbre response, In ncgay's
disastar sityations, we axperience

witdespread emergencies that requirg
increased levels of assistance. This
is a perfoct opportunity for vou {and
your staffs to build a resume and gain
meaningful hands-on experience
in the field, as well as give back
o your state and community.
Registration in the WY REDI
sysien is opan to West Virginia's
heaith and medical professionals
and others who are willing to help
during a healih-related emergency
ar even!. For more information
about WV RED!, contact yvour
lacat health department or Sebie
Jenking, Nurse Consultant for
Responder Health and Safaty
and Voluntaer Management, at
Sebra.S Jerkins@wy gov ar by
calling {304} 558-8900, or log
omo www wyredi.org to regisler,
Everyone can particinate in
Nalionai Preparedness Month in
Seplember 50 now I8 & goot fime ©
think of ways your staf and Tamily
could join the effort. Visil the Cester
for Threat Preparedness’ wabsite at
Fip A divhr wvgovineaithprep
for more information and ideas.

If you have @ drug or aleohol problem, or are suffering from o mental iliness you can get help by

contacting the West Virginia Medicol Professionals Health Program. Information about o practitioner's

porticipation in the program is confidentiol. Praciitioners entering the progrom as self-referrals withou?

¢ complaint filed agoinst them are not reported to their licansing bourd.
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