Dear Parents,

Over the past few weeks, the ------ County Health Department has been investigating reports of pneumonia in schools.  We found that about the ----------date ------- there may have been a mild increase in pneumonia caused by the Mycoplasma bacterium, one of the most common causes of pneumonia in children.    

There are important things students and parents can do to help prevent pneumonia, influenza, and the common cold.  Hand washing is the most important.  Hand washing at home and in school helps to avoid spreading common infections that cause cough and fever.  Covering coughs and sneezes also keeps children and adults from catching these illnesses.  
Parents can also reduce the spread of common illnesses by keeping children who are sick with a fever and a cold or cough home from school.  The -------County Health Department recommends that ill children stay home until fever is absent for 24 hours and they are off fever reducing medications
The ------ County Health Department will continue to be vigilant in promoting the health of our children.  We are taking several steps to complete the investigation and be sure the concerns of the community are addressed.

The ------- County Health Department will monitor for unusual increases in pneumonia over the next month at your child’s school.  If your child is diagnosed by a doctor with pneumonia over the next four weeks, we encourage you to contact the school nurse or teacher who will be in contact with us.   We anticipate that some children will develop pneumonia over the next month.  Since important control measures have already been taken to prevent the spread of infections such as the common cold and pneumonia, health department monitoring of illness should not result in changes or disruption at school.  
Ongoing monitoring will help us to complete our investigation and it will help us to understand the cases of pneumonia that occurred in the past few months.  The health department will keep parents informed of any changes in the situation.  
Thank you for your cooperation in our investigation thus far.

If you have any questions, please contact the ________County Health Department at ----------------
Sincerely,

