Health Alert

Date:

To: (Enter health care provider’s name)

From: Health Officer

Re: Chickenpox (Varicella) Outbreak in (name of school).

Cases of chickenpox have been reported from (name of school) in (name of county) County since (enter date of initial report).

Vaccination is effective in preventing or reducing severity of disease if administered within 72 hours of exposure and may be effective if administered within 5 days of exposure. For children younger than 13 years old, the vaccine interval between the first and second doses is 3 months.  For children 13 years old and older, the vaccine interval should be at least 4 weeks.
Information for Healthcare Providers is enclosed for your review. Additional information is also available on the West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources website at:

http://www.wvidep.org/Portals/31/PDFs/IDEP/varicella/ChickenpoxProviderInfoSheetDec2009.pdf
Report cases of chickenpox to your local health department immediately. Chickenpox can occur in previously vaccinated children; however, the disease is generally milder and children typically present with fewer lesions.

Contact your local health department at (enter telephone number) or West Virginia Division of Infectious Disease Epidemiology Program at 304-558-5358.

Sincerely,
