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TO: Local Health Departments 

FROM: Dominic Gaziano, M.D., Medical Director 
Tuberculosis Control Program 

RE: Classification of the Tuberculin Reaction 

The intradermal Mantoux tuberculin skin test is the standard method of identifying persons infected with M. Tuberculosis. The skin test must be given and read by a health professional. 
GUIDELINES FOR DETERMINING A POSITIVE TUBERCULIN SKIN TEST REACTION 
Induration ∃ 5 mm 
HIV-positive persons 
Recent contacts of TB case 
Fibrotic changes on chest radiograph consistent with old TB 
Patients with organ transplants and other immunosuppressed patients (receiving the equivalent of > 15 mg/d Prednisone for / 1 mo). 

Induration ∃ 10 mm 
Recent arrivals (< 5 yr) from high-prevalence countries 
Injection drug users 
Residents and employees of high-risk congregate settings: prisons and jails, nursing homes and other health care facilities, residential facilities for AIDS patients, and homeless shelters 
Mycobacteriology laboratory personnel 
Persons with clinical conditions that make them high-risk: silicosis diabetes mellitus, chronic renal failure, some hematologic disorders (e.g., leukemias and lymphomas), other specific malignancies (e.g., carcinoma of the head or neck and lung), weight loss of > 10% of ideal body weight, gastrectomy, jejunoileal bypass 
Children < 4 yr of age or infants, children, and adolescents exposed to adults in high-risk categories. 

Induration ∃ 15 mm 
Persons with no risk factors for TB 
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